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HISTORICAI, DATA RACURD SEPORTTIG PLRIOD
(RCE: AU D3) From: 1 August 70
To: 51 Lvgust 70

FROII: OLAA-56 Special Operations Wing TO: 56 SOV (WD)
APC San Francisco 96337

I, liISSTON
2e Primery mission is twofolds

(1) To £ulfill search and rescue requirements in Vietnam and Zastern
Laos,

(2) To provide tactical support for studies and observations of grouns
in their long range reconnaissance function as directed by MACSOG.

b. Secondary mission: To brovide tactical air supvort for in-country
Operations as directed by higher headquarters,

IT. PERSOINTL STATUS

Officers . Alrmen Civilians Total
Assigned 12 46 0 58
Authorized 15 46 0 61
sttached 0 0 0 0
JUREN 0 0 0 0
KIA 0] 0 0 0

Ionenclatuy o, Agpd Gains Losses Reasons

A1R/T 12 1 1 Crash

Auxilliary Power 5(4-1) 0 0

Units 1(1m-3) 0 0

Picle-up (3Pax) 1 0 0

Pick-up (6Pax) 1 0 0

Van Multi-purpose 2 0 0

Jezn 1 0 0
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i IV. SIGNIFICANT STATISTICS:

A. Combat Sortiesg Total 212
1. SAR Support & Exercises 64
2. S0G Support & Exercises 114
5« In-Country Sirikes 16
4. Misc (Ferry, FCF, etc.) 15
B. Total Combat Hours 496,6
C. Aircrafi iccidentsm 1 (cause undetermined)
D, Aircraft Incidents 1
bs DIxplosive Incidents 0
F. Bxplosive Accidents 0
Gs Cround Accidents 0

He IMunitions Exvended

CBU=25 551
LAU-59(WPeHE ) 91

BLU=~32 120

1-47 56

20mm 18,300 éest)
7.62mn 195,00 est)

I. Significant BDA--the folluing significant BDA wns reported,

- sustained fire

- militery structuves destroyed
bunkers damaged

- UH-1 helicopter destroyed
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During the neriod of 1 August to 51 August 1970 Snad pilots responded
to 2 Search and Rescue efforts with 4 sorties. In addition, Spad pilots
supported the S0G mission with 114 sorties and support in-country forces

wvith 16 sorties., The remeining 15 sorties were for Ferry's and local F(CF's,
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On the mornins of 14 Aug 70, Lt Zngel and Capt Kent arrived on station
as Swmd 02 and 04 4o support & long range reconnaissance- team which had heen
inserted deep within enemy territory, \ithin ninutes after insertion, the
friendly team suffercd heavy casualtics during an attack by a numerically
superior hostile force, Covey 253 immediately directed Spad 02 and 04 in
close support of the team. In the face of heavy ground fire and mzrginal
weather conditions, Li Engel and Cant Kent rerformed multiple passes, placing
their ordnance -rithin 40 meters of the friendly team., The Spads!' extremely
accurate deliveries forced the enemy to break contact, temporarily relieving the
team's desperate situation. Deteriorating westher prevented any further supnort
for the remainder of the day.

AT 0545 15 Aug 70, Lt Sngel and Capt Wolcott as Spad 01 and 02 and Lt
Kesbeer and Iaj Lundy a2s Snzd 03 and 04 launched in supnort of the besieged
team, Arriving on station, the Spads learnsd from Covey 259 that the +eanm
wes again in contact with the enemy and had suffered furthen casualties, 4%
Covey 2591g direction, It Bngel and Capt ‘olcott, altiough hampered by a
700 foot ceiling and ground fog, placedétheir ordnence in close vroxinity to
the team, once again forcing the enemy %o break contact, 4is 2 result of the

rOom

iy

intense ground Tire, It Engel's aircrafi received severcl direct hits
avcomatic weapons,

Covey 259 next directed It Kasbeer and Liaj Iundy against all kmown gun
positions., In srite of marginal weather, Spad 03 and 04 continued to deliver
ordnance and draw fire toward their aircraft, thus enabling a rescue helicovter
to move in and evacuate the vounded ,

is Spad 01 and 02 returned to the arsa, the enemy again assaulted the
tean's vosition, Covey 215 directed 1% bngel and Cant “olcott in the placing
GRrOUP 7

Downgraded at 3 Year

intervaig. decl
' as
after 12 Vears Sifled




of ordnance to within 15 meters of the friendlies, thwarting the eneny attack,

When the extraction forces assembled in the area, Spad Ol and 02 suvnslied a

smoke screen to shield the rescuing helicopiers, DBecause of the effectiveness
1,

of the smoke screen, the remainder of the tean was roscusd without further

casualtie

Lt Dngel and Capnt Wolcott flew one renaining sortie to trv and locate
(] o

2 mission crevmenber and to destroy a downed helicownter +o prevent it fron
faliling into eneny hands,

On 14 Aug l2jor Van Dusen wes scr-mbled as Spad 01 on a Prairie Fire

—mergency to suniort the ground team Pizet Snow., Snsad 01 was clesred for

take off on R/U 175L., Spad 0L wag confisrvred with g 300 g2l centerline tank,
2 BLU 32's, 8 CBU 25!'s, 2 LU 597s, 760 rounds of 20mm =nd 6000 rounds of
7.62rm, The pilot advanced the throtile +o full open and checled the torqgue

T

0il pressure (ﬁop) at 118 P35I, which was above the reject torque of 115 PSI.
AT approximetely 70 178 +the pilot raised the tail to toleoff attitude, as the

. 100 'S he notad th- toraue meter had drop.ed Lo 115 P37,

r‘),

'311”3"' eed a TRroea .che

gwitch - dirsct ans the mixture - full

At this
rich., The aircraft becane sirborne, gear was raised, airspead a Doroimately
110 IS, wien the milot noted the torcue meter decreasing 4o 110 ¥3IL. The
engine appeared to be running roush and the aireraft started to settle,
fealizing the aircraft vould not remain airbomme, the pilot closed the
throttle and exiended the landing sear. To abort, The gircraft giarted 4o
swerve to the right after touch down 2nd when it avpeared it would depacst the
runvay, the vilot raised +the landing gear I4Y checklist procedures, The air-

. o

craft slivped off the right side of the Tunway and came to rest approxim telyr
150 feet fight of the overrun., The pilot imnediately evacuated the alieraflt

1

by manually releasing the lap belt and the two marachute connect ions, and

onening the canopy hydraulic:_

to rest, however, became enguRCER
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VI.

The month of Auwsust wos highly successful, as is indieated in the above

rie Fire Imersencies r calistically tested the wnit!s

I»J'

Several two-day Pra
3b1lity to provide sustained close-air supnort for the Lroyts lons ronge
reconnaissance teams. The unit paszed esch %est with flying colors., In ench
case, despite the loss of key persomel throush normal rotation, the armament

and maintenance sunport given Spad pilots allowad them to fly all missions

encies was excentionally nigh,

asled of them, Unit morsle duri

despite lon~ and tiring hours,

Commander: _ieutenant Colonel lelvin G, Swanson
Deputy CommanderfOps Officer: liejor Albro L, Zundy

Sgt Juan R. Urru

vt

laintenance Superintendent:

Jleapons Superintendent: ©TSgt Govon 0.

L. BOG3L, 94 - ImLy T G. SWAH@CH, ot Col, USLE
Snecial 00' YHing Commander




"ISTORICAL Da™i RIQULD
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A REPORITIG PERIOD
(RCZ: AU D3 From: 1 September 70
T0: 30 September 70

FROM: OLAA-56 Special Overations Ving TO: 56 80V (WD)
APO San Francisco 96337 ‘

I. IISSION
&, Primary mission is twofold;

(1) To fulfill search and rescue requirenents in Vietnam and Zastern
- Laos

(2) To provide tactical support for studies and observations of grouns
in their long renge reconnaissance function as dirceted by MACSCG,

b. Secondary mission: To provide toctical air supvort for in-country
Operations as directead by higher headquarters,

IT. PIRSOTIIZL SUATUS

Cfficers Alrmen Civiliang Total
Assigned 13 46 0
ithorized 15 46 0 61
Attached 0 .NO 0 0
1TA 0 ’iFO 0 0
KIA 0 0 0 0

IIT. BOUIDGHT STATUS

Homenclature o, Asmd Gains Losses Reasons
ALE/T 12 0 0
Auxiliary Power 5 (4-1) 0 0
Unite 1 (ID-3 0 0
Pick-up (3Pax) 1 0 0
Pick-up (6Pax) 1 0 0
Ven MMulti-purpose 2 0 0
Jesp 1 0 0
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Vo SIGUIFPICANT STATISTICS

Ay Combat Sorties Total: 219
1, BSAR Support & Excercises 60
2. S0G Support & Excercises 134
3« In-Country Strikes 8
4. Misc (Ferry, FCR, etc.) 17
B. Total Combat EHours 504.7
Ce Adrcraft Accidents 0
D. Airecraft Incidents 0
E. Dxplogives iccidents 0
F. Zxplosives Incidents 0
Gs Ground Accidents 0

He lunitions Bxnended

CBU-25 608
LAU-59(WPiE) 87
BLU-32 121
M=47 70
20nm 575900 (est)
7. 62mm 166,500 (est)

I. Significant DA

FBA

tHlitary Struc
Secondary Fire
Secondary Tx
Sustained Fires

destroyed
T:vU
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During the period of 1 September 1970 to 30 September 1970, the Spad pilots
r;sédﬁded'to three Search and Rescue efforts with four sorties., In addition, Spad
pilots supported the SOG mission with 134 sorties, 34 of which were Prairie Fire
Emergencies. Seventeen sorties were flown for local FCF's and for ferry missiéns,
On 23 September, Lieutenant Colonel Swanson and Captain Rentz, Spads 11 & 12,

were scrambled to assist in the oick-up of a downed F-105 pilot, Dallas Ol. Dallas 01,

—+ter experiencing engine problems, was attempting to get '"feet wét" when ejection
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kecame necessary 20 miles Southeast of Quang Tri, ILieutenant Colonel Swanson and
Captain Rentz, after determining the arca was secure, directed a Jolly Green I[iH-53%
from the 37th ARRS who made the successful pick-up of the downed crewnember,

11 September the Spads assisted in the infil of a unique long rance
1 p - 1 lo

reconnalissance team, Also on that date, units of the Royal Leotian Government were

"‘)

‘ighting to interdict Rt 23 in the Laotian panhandle. The reconnaizsance teon, code
neme "Tailwind®, was three times their normal size and was intent on more than
reconnaissance, Schoeduled to be a diversion for the Laotimn unit, Toilwind on 12
Scotember mede contact with the enenly, In response to this contact, the Snads

L. OUn tiose

launched 10 sorties to sunwort
sorties Sped pilots made nunerous low altitude oasses o .50 calibre, and intenze
small erms and avtomatic weancns. Strikes were also directed agninst lnown mortor
positions. Dy the 13%th of Septenber :he creny hed definite lmowledgse he s figating
chon o stendard zeconnaissance feam. an agrressive effort was made to overrun

v responded to what hed now beeome a Prai rie

Fire Bmergency by providing twelve sorties, again low passes and orecision delivery
repelled hostile forces in their attenpt to destror the friendly team, This lagted
throushout the fday, and offorts were made 4o wmrenare for o first licht lounch,

On the 14th of Septeﬁber eizht sorties were latmched on +his day bo asgsist
in the rocovery of this ftenn. Mhe teom wn o 7 axtracted at 1400 hours on the

lith of Seutember, 411 sorties in sun-ort of

the "Mailwind, The t2am renorted over 400 IRL and sufferad only three lost during

its heroic activities,

ve month, norticularly on the dorro

supporiting "Hailwind", Yhe mission was very succescful and the srmy as

port ve gave them, Althourh




B maintained a 975 O/R rate and we
gencies that nizht arise,

VII. 20STIR CF KUY PIlSOEaL

Commander: ILieutenant Colonel ilelvin ¢. Swanson
Deputy Commender: Iajor ilbro L, Lundy, Jr.
lHaintenance Superintendent: 18gt Jusn R. Urrutia (also ICOIC of O

“leapons Superintendent: TSgt Govan O, Hugrins (also acting Pirs<t Sergeant)
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Commander

RICIWPD L, IZNiGZL, 1Lt,
CLAa-56 Special Uperations 173
Iigtorian
17 Oct 70




